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Professor Dame Janet Finch  DBE, DL, AcSS 
Vice-Chancellor of Keele University 

1995 to 2010 
 
 

Professor Dame Janet Finch has led Keele University with distinction for the past  
15 years.  Her retirement on 31 July 2010 will mark the end of an era marking great 
strides in the development of the University. 
 
Born in Liverpool in 1946, Dame Janet received a First Class degree in Sociology at 
the University of London in 1967, and obtained a PhD in Sociology from the 
University of Bradford in 1975.  She went on to build a career as an academic in the 
Social Sciences, with a research focus on the sociology of family relationships.  
Throughout her career she has published extensively in sociology as well as in 
education policy and social research methods.  She has maintained a commitment to 
her research during her term as Vice-Chancellor, and was one of the few  
Vice-Chancellors submitted to a Research Assessment Exercise. 
  
Prior to joining Keele in September 1995, Dame Janet was Pro Vice-Chancellor and 
Professor of Social Relations at Lancaster University, where she had been a member 
of staff since 1976.   
 
In recognition of her outstanding contribution to the Social Sciences, Dame Janet 
was honoured as a founding Academician of Learned Societies for the Social 
Sciences in 1999.  She has been further honoured for her contribution to the Social 
Sciences and to Higher Education through the awarding of honorary degrees from 
seven Universities.  
 
The intervening years since Dame Janet’s appointment as Vice-Chancellor have 
witnessed a transformation in the physical and intellectual landscape of Keele 
University.  The University’s role as a highly innovative model of a campus University 
for the mid-20th century has been used as a foundation for new developments that 
will make Keele the template for the Ultimate Campus University for the 21st Century. 
 
Dame Janet has presided over the graduation of almost 30,000 students during her 
tenure.  The range of subjects studied by Keele students reflects the University’s 
continued commitment to broad-based undergraduate education, while also 
demonstrating the University’s desire to offer qualifications in professional subjects. 
 
A notable achievement for the University, and the local community, was the founding 
of the Medical School.  The building of the Medical School marked a watershed in the 
expansion of health provision at Keele, which has continued to grow with nearly 30% 
of students now studying in the Faculty of Health. 
 
The University welcomed its first medical students in 2002, in partnership with the 
University of Manchester.  The University has been hosting all five years of the 
medical degree since 2007, using its own innovative curriculum to educate the 
medical professionals of the future.  In 2006 the University parlayed its long-standing 
expertise in Pharmacy policy and practice into a new undergraduate Pharmacy 
degree, to complement the other developments within the Faculty of Health in the 
previous decade.  These curriculum developments were complemented by a  
custom-built campus at the University Hospital of North Staffordshire. 
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At a time when many institutions scaled back provision in the Natural Sciences, 
Keele maintained its provision and consolidated its strengths in areas such as 
Mathematics and Astrophysics.  Under Dame Janet’s leadership the University has 
emerged as an important hub for teaching and research expertise in Environment 
and Sustainability.  Keele’s dedication to Sustainability extends to its ambition to use 
its unique campus resources for energy self-generation and a commitment that new 
campus developments will be built sustainably.   The University has played a major 
role in raising awareness of environmental issues in the community through outreach 
programmes that have involved over 10,000 schoolchildren and members of the 
public. 
 
The University’s commitment to outreach has also been enhanced under  
Dame Janet’s leadership through the development of the Science Learning Centre 
West Midlands and the refurbishment of the Keele Earth and Space Observatory.  
Both venues regularly host Science outreach events and continuing professional 
development for teachers.   
 
The past 15 years have seen Keele maintain its historic strengths in the Social 
Sciences and continue to foster a culture of interdisciplinary research.  The 
University‘s successful Active Ageing initiatives are characteristic of this approach 
and are a key theme of the Ultimate Campus for the 21st Century initiative.  Keele 
has a growing international reputation for research and teaching on issues affecting 
older people and professionals working in the field.   As a result, the University is  
well-placed to use its expertise to provide programmes for professionals working with 
older people, as well as a wide range of services for older people.  
 
It was important to Dame Janet that the University shared its intellectual and physical 
resources with people of all ages and with different community organisations to foster 
a high quality of life within the University and in the wider community. 
  
In 1999 Her Majesty the Queen opened the new entrance to the University.  This was 
a significant moment as it represented the first step of moving Keele into a new 
phase of academic and commercial development, opening up 40 acres of the 
campus. 
 
Over the next five years the University began expansion of its successful Science 
and Business Park, with the first Innovation Centre (IC) building opening in 1999.  
The Science and Business Park has continued to grow and now houses over 50 
companies with over 700 staff.  The success of the Science Park has been 
recognised regionally, and was a prime reason behind the support of the Regional 
Development Agency for the University’s new development site.  An additional 70 
acres of land have been made available for mixed-use development, which when 
completed will see academic endeavours operating alongside an expanded Science 
Park and other private investment.  The infrastructure for the site was finalised in 
2008 and will be the platform for new job creation, underscoring Keele’s important 
contribution to the local and regional economy.   
 
The University’s strong relationship with the County of Staffordshire has been further 
strengthened under Dame Janet’s leadership.  She has been Deputy Lieutenant of 
the County since 1999, and acted as Board member of a number of local 
organisations, including the Staffordshire Connexions Partnership and the Newcastle 
Western Urban Villages Community Partnership (SRB).  Dame Janet has also acted 
as Chair of the North Staffordshire Concordat for Post-16 Education since its 
formation in 1997, with the primary aim of raising the educational and cultural 
aspirations of young people in North Staffordshire. 
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A focus of Dame Janet’s time as Vice-Chancellor has been securing Keele’s financial 
future.  In 1995/96, when she joined Keele, the University’s income was £51 million.  
In 2009/10, income is expected to be more than double that at £107 million.  The 
campus developments that are a hallmark of her time as Vice-Chancellor have all 
contributed to this financial success. 
 
In 2000 Keele identified that securitising the rental income from the University Halls 
of Residence would provide the University with a substantial financial premium.  The 
Keele Residential Funding initiative allowed the University to restructure its finances 
so that they were more sustainable, and to set up a refurbishment fund to properly 
maintain the Halls of Residence.  A further securitisation arrangement in 2007 
allowed the University to release funds that would be invested to fund future capital 
projects and campus developments, thus supporting the long-term aspirations of the 
University.  To date over £18 million has been spent refurbishing the Halls of 
Residence, illustrating Dame Janet’s commitment to a high quality experience for 
Keele students. 
 
In addition to her work at Keele and in the region, Dame Janet has also been 
involved at national level in a range of policy-making bodies throughout her career, 
with a focus on organisations that contribute to both research and education.  
Currently, she is the independent Co-Chair of the Council for Science and 
Technology, the government’s most senior advisory body for Science.  She also 
Chairs the Trustees of the National Centre for Social Research, the UK’s largest  
not-for-profit applied Social Research organisation.  In the past, she has held national 
roles in senior bodies, including on the Council of the Economic and Social Research 
Council, the Board of the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education, and the 
Independent Panel reviewing the Charter of the BBC.   
 
Dame Janet has also played an important national role in health policy.  In 2007 the 
UK Clinical Research Collaboration published the ‘Finch Report’, which made 
recommendations on developing the best research professionals and clinical 
academics in the Nursing profession.  The report was an important milestone in the 
development of clinical academic training pathways for Nurses, Midwives, and Allied 
Health Professionals, and supported the development of integrated academic 
careers for Nurses.  As part of her extensive work with Universities UK, she has 
acted as policy lead on issues concerning Health professions and was Chair of the 
Health Committee and the Health and Social Care Policy Committee.   
 
Through these and other roles Dame Janet has made a substantial contribution to 
national life and to higher education, which was recognised by the award of a CBE in 
1999 for services to Social Science, and a DBE in the 2008 Birthday Honours List for 
services to Social Science and to Higher Education. 
 
On her retirement from Keele, Dame Janet will turn her talents to a wide range of 
activities.  She will continue her sociological research, and contribute her expertise to 
a range of national organisations, including the Identity and Passport Service, the 
Ombudsman Services Limited, and the Office of Health Professions Adjudicator.  
She has also been appointed as Chair of HEFCE Main Panel C for the REF 
(Research Excellence Framework), a role for which she would not have been eligible 
as a serving Vice-Chancellor. 
 
Throughout her time at Keele, Dame Janet has been dedicated to maintaining 
Keele’s strong and distinctive character, reaffirming its unique heritage as a campus 
University committed to a breadth in education.  This devotion to Keele’s past has not 
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prevented Dame Janet from investing in the future, and the developments that have 
occurred under her leadership have improved the life and prospects of Keele’s 
students, staff, and the wider University community.  Keele University is proud to 
have been led by such a distinguished individual for the past 15 years.  


